











# &3, Peggy Huang, PC Class

Ms. Peggy Huang currently teaches Mandarin at the Montessori Westside and at the CPA
association teaching heritage and non-heritage students. Previously, she was a volunteer
teaching assistant for LAUSD Magnet schools. She has also worked many years with China
and the United States as a commercial trader and merchandiser.

Peggy Huang has always had a passion for the Chinese language and particularly children’s
wonderful ability and will to learn. She joined the school in January 2010 because of
Westside Chinese School’s good reputation. Also, she has two children enrolled at the school
who are very happy with the program. She really likes the small community atmosphere, and
enjoys seeing parents involved with their children’s continued education. And, this is the
only Chinese school in the West LA area with authentic Chinese cultural events.

Her hobbies include reading, exercise and spending quality time with her family. Her favorite
foods are Shanghainese food and dim-sum.
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Ms. Cindy Wang attended university in Taiwan as a Japanese language and literature major. Afterwards, she went to
the United Kingdom to receive a Master’s degree in marketing. After returning to Taiwan to work, in her free time she
taught Chinese to Japanese people living in Taiwan. When she came to America, she also taught Chinese in an
elementary after school program in LAUSD.

She started teaching at Westside Chinese School in September 2009 as the PA teacher. She chose to teach here
because of its proximity to her location, as well as the free-spirited atmosphere. She likes the school because it seems
like one big family, with enthusiastic teachers and administrators, and friendly parents and students.

Her hobbies include cooking and making snacks, and she enjoys making snacks to reward herself and her family. Her
favorite foods are Szechuan dishes because spicy foods fit her taste and dim sum because she can relax with her
friends and eat a variety of foods. Teaching Chinese school is very fulfilling and helps keep her busy. Teaching children
makes her feel more relaxed and like a kid at heart.




Textbook Survey on “A” Track Classes

BEPM Allison Tsau, 8A/SA Class & FIEAR Vincent Liu, BB Credit Class

To understand the views about the school’s current textbook, Mei Zhou Chinese, and improve the quality of
learning, The Westside Breeze launched a survey in April 2010, collecting information from students and parents. We
surveyed 58 of 92 students from 2A through Credit Classes. B track classes did not change textbooks this year and PA does
not use Mei Zhou Chinese textbook so they were not surveyed. Twenty-four parents were surveyed on campus and 18 were
conducted by telephone, for a total of 42. We would like to thank those students and parents who participated in this
survey.

Based on the survey, we can see that concerning Question #1, 98% of students said they are using Mei Zhou,
Chinese compared to only 67% of parents; this shows that our students, not the parents, are the ones learning Chinese,
because more than 30% of the parents are not even aware of what textbook their children are using! Moreover, parents,
when asked this question, usually asked their kids what the book name was before answering the question; therefore the
number of parents who did not initially know Mei Zhou Chinese is the current textbook is actually higher than what was
found. Our survey also shows a high level of satisfaction with the current textbook: 85% students and 98% parents answered
“yes” to Question #2. For example, students commented “the stories are realistic” and “very cool” and some parents
mentioned “interesting stories” and “more practical.” The survey results show some variation regarding Question #3: 21%
students (37% parents) answered “much better,” 33% (51%) answered “better,” 29% (5%) answered “same,” 7% (5%)
answered “worse,” 5% (0%) answered “much worse,” and the rest did not attend school last year. That is, not everyone likes
the new textbooks: almost forty percent of students rated Mei Zhou Chinese as the same as Practical Chinese or worse.
However, the majority of participants favored Mei Zhou Chinese, citing it as “more practical” and “more interesting, more
close to American life.” The answers to the question #4 indicate that as many as 38% students and 39% parents are not clear
what textbook was used last year.

The majority of the participants believe that the current textbook is more practical, useful, and interesting than last
year’s. Though a decent amount of students believe they aren’t as good because they think last year’s textbook has more
substance and more classical and also easier.
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O Clue: The photo of mystery is

[Please see page 4 for Chinese Sudoku answer.] ]
something sweet.

How to play the game: There will be
a prize waiting for you if you guess it
right. One prize per person. Limited
supply of prizes. Must bring this issue
of the Westside Breeze to redeem
(after school at room 31).
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This year’s poster contest is all
about Disney Land!! Here are
the 1% and 2" place winners.

F %% Eric Huang (6A/7A)
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Top to bottom:

T8 Margret Ling (7A)
# kX Ava Gilmour (2B)
#EE Amy Wong (8A)
M F Brooke Lin (2A)

Top to bottom:
# %4 Yuen Ming Koon (4B)

4y B Stephanie Hanner (2A)
B4 & Lucia Liu (3A)
# k3 Eric Huang (6A/7A)

Top to bottom:

¥ 3 3% Margaret Wang (1A)
A B Vivian Cheng (3A)
FE® Ana Wong (3A)
RIEE Stella Paz (PA)
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Cindy Chang

SBERER Clitorin Chief: ¥ %
I am a freshman at Palisades Charter High School. I have been
attending Chinese School for ten years and have been part of the
Westside Breeze for four years.
FHUAE S&PalisadesCharter & P LAFEAR A EL A, FRAE H SCEAL ELAS -
BT, AR YRR A,

EREHHSER Design Director: FE#EFT Lorraine Hsiao BRARER Cditorin Chief: %)1%7% Vincent Liu
I am a senior at Beverly Hills High School. |1 I’'m a sophomore at Mira Costa High School (in Manhattan
have attended Chinese school for the past 13 years, and am Beach.) My most recent hobby is programming in Java. | play the
grateful for all the lessons and the memories. cello and I really like math.
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B8 Stff: &3&3% Eric Huang
I am 11 years old in the 6™ grade at Lincoln Middle School. |
snowboard, ski, canoe, swim, and play video games. | am a boy
scout and | have been in Chinese School for 5 years.
TS FEA =B, RMEPEAFRERAE, REWER. WS, W
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Y5858REE  Special Feature Director:

28 = Teh-Lei Liu
I am a junior at Venice High School. I love to
eat all sorts of food especially those from the
Middle East. I like to bike and travel to many
different places.
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> RS Staff: -3 Andrew Tsau

198 G o . I am 13 years old and | am an 8th grader at Culver City Middle
;. .

FBNARER News Cditor: School. | currently play piano and | enjoy playing Chess.

&FEM Allison Tsau WAET =, Bt % Culver City B\ IGELE,
I have been attending Chinese Tk B AT (EINERZE, th 2k T 7E Rekt,

School for 8 years. | like to play
piano. | like biology, chemistry,

and geology. | am a sophomore at o g o . .
Culver City High. S8 Stoff: B EEIE Sophia Daniels

FAETP CEREA I ET, BE I am 15 years old and a freshman at Beverly Hills High School. I play
BROEAREE, B, (LA the guitar and Vcello and have a dog named Munchie.
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