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Allshan Mountam Range (IUEIJ.IIJ.IHJE)
in Chiayi County, Talwan

By Kayee Mays

In the summer of 2021, when | was 8
years old, my mom, brother, and | went
by train to Alishan. | saw lots of big trees.

This is a red cypress tree that is over
3,000 years old. It is located next to the
Alishan Forest Railway's Sacred Tree
Station.

The average height of
Alishan Mountain
Range is 2,500 meters
or about 8,000 ft.

The highest mountain
is Datashan (K#&LL)
which is 2,663 meters
(about 8,736 feet).

Alishan has a lot of trails.
The most famous is the
Giant Tree Trail which has
lots of red cypress trees.
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Sister Pond: Based on

hearsay, two

. Taiwanese

indigenous women of

_ the Tsou tribe

committed suicide

*-‘ here because they
could not find love.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shenmu_railway_station
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taiwanese_indigenous_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tsou_people

Fenqgihu Old Street

Built in 1912 by the Japanese, this small village in
the mountains was built along the Alishan Forest
Railway to be used as a train stop for trains to refuel
and for loggers to rest and eat their bento boxes.
Now, the village has a lot of boutique shops that sell
snacks and handicrafts. There are also great hiking
spots here.

Alishan is famous for its high mountain tea. A lot of tea
plantations also are open to guests as hotels, hosting
families to stay and learn about the tea. The tea
plantations are not in the Alishan National Scenic
Area. Rather, it is in Chiayi County, which is on the way
to the Scenic Area. Just keep in mind, don't go all the
way up the mountain without stopping to see the
plantations (if interested).

Ciyun Temple
This temple was built by the Japanese in 1919. Formerly
known as Alishan Temple, it is a terrific place to view a sea
of red clouds at sunset and sunrise. The Buddhist statue of
Karmuni is enshrined here. ~ 000
There are 18

mountains in
Alishan.

The Alishan area was
originally settled by the
Tsou tribe (Taiwanese
aboriginal people).

Alishan is famous for
producing high

mountain tea and
wasabi.

For a few weeks in
March, certain areas
of Alishan blooms with
cherry blossoms.
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Taiwan is home to 1,257 endemic (found in only one location)
species. Of these, 70 are mammals. One of Taiwan’s most
famous endemic species is the Formosan black bear, a
subspecies of the Asiatic black bear. It is the largest land
animal and the only native bear in Taiwan, and was voted as
the nation’s representative animal in 2001. As their name
suggests, Formosan black bears have all black fur except for
their signature white V stripe on their chests.

Formosan black bears are classified as vulnerable. They used to
live all over Taiwan, but now there are only 200 to 300 left in
the wild. These few wild bears live in the mountains at high
elevations where they can be away from humans. Traditionally,
Taiwanese Indigenous tribes forbade the killing of Formosan
black bears because they believed it would bring bad luck.
Unfortunately, in the present day, Formosan black bears are
hunted for their meat and for traditional Chinese medicine.
Volunteers in Taiwan are working to protect them from such
hunters.

Formosan black bears have been protected since 1989. The
Taipei Zoo has implemented a conservation and breeding
program to save the Formosan black bear population. In
2008, a cub was successfully bred from this program and was
given the name Heitang (brown sugar) via public vote.

[
Species Facts
Scientific name Ursus thibetanus
formosanus
Size 130 to 180 c¢m, 60 to

150 kg

Diet Omnivorous (plants
and insects)

Speed 30-40 km per hour

Reproduction 1-3 cubs per
reproductive cycle
(2 years)

Behavior Territorial and
solitary
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| didn’t always hate dolphins. There was a point in my
life where | too would stare at them, finding wonder in
clicks and whistles and the way their dorsal fins jut
playfully out of the water. That point was replaced
with a rounded corner of disgust as | learned more:
their intelligence is alarming (yet all they do is swim?);
their bodies look rather goofy swimming around, and
their sense of morality is significantly impaired when it
comes to ethical pufferfish treatment. My uneducated
contempt became a part of my personality. Cute
dolphin stickers on your backpack? Anti-dolphin tirade,
courtesy of yours truly. And yet, after all these years of
contented cetacean desecration, | wonder why. Should
people dislike dolphins? Are dolphins really so bad?
Why did | reference Dr. Strangelove in the title of this
article when I've never seen that movie?

These are good questions, and | hope to answer them.

There are around 40 known dolphin species, making
up an estimated eight million or more living dolphins.
Six million of those dolphins are Common dolphins.
although the most popular image of dolphins is of the
Bottlenose dolphins, which hold a population of
600,000. Bottlenose dolphins have been used in the
US Navy since 1959 to search for sea-mines, and while
they lose some points for being part of the military
industrial complex (40 million dollars spent on
dolphins each year?), they gain those points back and
more for the earnestness of the program. The Navy
has devised dolphin-friendly heart trackers in hopes of
studying and bettering the lives of aging [dolphin]
veterans, technology which can only benefit humans. |
learned to better empathize with the world by seeing
what’s worth saving in geriatric dolphins with heart
problems.

Dolphins or: How | Learned to Stop Worrying
and Love Marine Mammals

By Jason Durkee

Happy dolphin picture (Bottlenose)

Looking past the uniquely American experience of
NYT Op-eds about dolphins in the military, |
researched a dolphin more appropriate for a Chinese
school newspaper article: the Baiji. Baiji's were a
dolphin endemic to the Yangtze river whose
extinction was caused by ever growing industrial
activity. It's depressing to think of the millions of
years of evolution that have been lost in their
extinction and saddening to realize that in our
lifetimes, we will never get to see another Baiji. But
for me what was most sad was the subtle linguistic
change regarding the Baiji; articles from before and
after their officially declared extinction in 2002
change their diction from "are alive, can be saved" to
‘were alive, could have been saved’. Reading about
the small little river dolphin’s extinction isn't fun, but
it is important. People have not stopped thinking
about the Baiji even though it is gone, a fact
evidenced by the Hong Kong Science Museum's
exhibition which created digital renditions of the
Baiji, and by the hundreds of other articles
propounding the importance of remembering the
species we lost, and saving the ones's that are still
here. | like dolphins now. They're not so bad. Yay!
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On 3/19/2023, The Southern California Council of = =z e
Chinese Schools held a Chinese Character Culture
Festival at the Overseas Chinese Education

Center in Los Angeles. Westside Chinese School
participated in the grand occasion, teaching event
participants how to make festive lanterns, fish, &
and firecrackers out of red envelopes, fold |
origami rabbits, and write auspicious Chinese
characters.
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