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Silverwood Lake Campsite By Summer Chang

Upon our arrival to Silverwood Lake’s campsite, the children were anticipating my arrival

® already. As the Chinese Language School of Southern California’s activities director of camping
for the past four years, | was prepared to entertain. Even before my father finished pitching the
tents, all the children had already gathered around me and were playing various outdoor games

"M | invented: Glow-In-The-Dark Capture-the-Flag.Hunaer Games, Kick-the-Can, Mannequins and

and various tournaments My S|ster and her friends also enjoyed playing in the creek looking for tadpoles. Sometimes we could be found
telling silly stories or playing board games too. We even had an Iron Chef cooking contest!

At the cooking site, my mother's close friend, Barbara Jacobs, a former chef trained in Paris, was cooking up a storm. She was cutting
up mangoes, tomatoes, and cutting away the fresh grilled kernels of corn. She mixed secret ingredients together to produce a mango
salsa that would make your mouth water and salivate for days. With Barbara here, | knew that both our families were not going to be
eating hotdogs and hamburgers. True to my predictions, she had a peach cobbler in an iron cast pot baking over the coals, succulent ribs,
and salmon. In three crock pots, she cooked a spicy beef chili and two soups: chowder and French onion. My mother had fresh coconuts
cracked open for us to sip on with fancy colorful umbrellas sticking out of it.

It seemed all the families brought enough food to feed an
army. Everyone was exchanging food and sharing. True to my
predictions, she had a peach cobbler in an iron cast pot baking
over the coals, succulent ribs, and salmon. In three crock pots,
she cooked a spicy beef chili and two soups: chowder and French
onion.

My mother had fresh coconuts cracked open for us to sip on
with fancy colorful umbrellas sticking out of it. Other families also
brought their own specialty dishes. One father had a pot so big
that a small child could fit in it. He had all the Chinese vegetables
and beef stuffed into it. Another family brought porridge,
dumplings, and noodles. It seemed all the families brought
enough food to feed an army. Everyone was exchanging food and
sharing.

After eating our fill, we all drove down to the serene lake that is
only minutes from our camp site. At the lake, some families
rented motor boats, kayaked, or sunbathed on the sand. My sister
and her friends inflated a small boat and rowed around in it. They
were the cutest sight ever. My sister looked like Paddington Bear
with her hat and two friends.

Heading back to camp, there was a group dinner of spaghetti
provided by CLSSC. Barbara inflated an outdoor theatre for all of
us to watch two movies. For this year, she intends to play an
animated movie followed by a movie for the parents.

Since space is limited, R.S.V.P. by submitting a check to
Darryl Cherniss. The fee is just $65 for an adult and $35 for a
child.
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Chinese New Year: The Symbol of Fish
‘:P }%L fg\%ﬁ f}:— : “ ,é@‘ 7 )5)1' ’f)&f{ é’] Té'f "3\:7.: By Sebastian Lee

During Lunar Chinese New Year, several kinds of food are eaten. There is a significant cultural and
symbolic representation behind each food. Examples of specialized foods include fish, dumplings, spring rolls,
and rice cake. Many Chinese people eat fish during the Lunar New Year because the Chinese word for fish (yu)
sounds like the Chinese word for surplus or something that is more than enough. Such symbolism which
makes food lucky is usually based on the appearance of the food and the name of the food. However, the dish
itself isn’t the only thing that makes the dish lucky. Other factors that can enhance someone’s opinion on the
food include the preparation of the food, how the food is served, and how the food is eaten.

PNRAMEBRA S BEEHFH? BEFAF LY, AL, AKE, AABERFEF,
ZP B AAZ L2 R S TR R STFIE . thdeire E, B A 87 BEF AT AR EAAL RS
BB LF 7 LHRRAGFT LT L RBNEL., RARBRVHE TR TR L4y
E I RITE, Htbde R dpoitEik, EARZE LR T8 Xfeve kA &L,

There are several different types of fish eaten during Chinese New Year. One type of catch is called the
Crucian carp. The first character of the Chinese word for this carp is pronounced as ji or (jee). It sounds like
the Chinese word for good luck. Another type of fish is referred to as
the mud carp. The first character is pronounced as li (lee), and it
sounds like the Chinese word for gift. Eating it represents the wish for
good fortune in the next year.

by S AT A, —AEE &, BrhR AL TS
LA FENEE, HFreF e, SRR
A% LR R BRF B IRAB R

There are even rules related to how the fish should be eaten. The head must be placed towards
distinguished guests or elders at the dining table to show respect. Diners can enjoy the fish only after the one
who faces the fish head eats first. As a sign of respect, the two people who are at either ends of the fish
should drink beverages together since this is considered to be a lucky gesture.

DR B A S iE 2 L R AR BYVLE, BB G ME TR LR ZF R S AR FRERE K
FHRHA, AR — R 2ERARFOARL, REXFEFTAE, AFEH. wRERALE;
— A B AR SR, —ASFE SR, ARBEIEAGL L A — AR, BRI FE 0 5
Source: Wu, Annie. "Chinese New Year Food: Top Lucky Foods and Symbolism." China Highlights. China Highlights, n.d., Web.
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