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The Wesiside
A Letter fromn Our Prindipal

Dear Parents, Students and Teachers of the Westside Chinese School,

| am excited to be a part of our school’'s evolution and transition to our new facility here at Mar Vista. Thank you The
Westside Breeze, for giving me this additional forum to reach our members.

As | write this letter, the US and international economies are currently going through the worst gyrations in modern history.
We are all now keenly aware of how the GLOBAL economy impacts our daily lives. We can be proud that by encouraging
and supporting the learning of Chinese language and culture, we are preparing our children for what lies ahead and to
communicate in the interconnected world we live in.

As they grow, they will always be able to draw upon the basket of tools, skills and knowledge we are giving them. | firmly
believe that despite the constant complaints:

- “Why do | have to give up my Saturdays?”

- “Why can't the Chinese just use English like everyone else?”

- “Whatis it with these four tones?”

- “I'm sleepy, I'm bored, | didn’t do my homework--I just don’t want to go!!??”
our children will ultimately be grateful to us and to the school for giving them the Chinese language skill. I know | have a big
wager on the outcome with my kids...

Even after five years with the school, | keep learning more about the school’s history and benefits. Back in 1997 the
parents set up the extracurricular program to enable our children to get full language credit through LAUSD and other
school systems. With 3 hours of instruction plus an EC class, your child will fufill the minimum number of hours they need
to get language credit. The “Westside Breeze” is one of those EC classes and Cindy Chang, the one who runs this
program, is one of the school's most involved and dedicated parents. As you can see, this school has been built from the
hard work, dedication and foresight of hundreds of parents and teachers who have worked to keep this school vibrant and
relevant for over 40 years. It is our job to make the next 40 years equally successful. As we approach an age of Asian
political and economic importance, our CLSSC grads will be poised to comfortably communicate with China for the mutual
benefit of both countries. They will be leaders.

—~Jean Huang
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Welcome back to the 2008-2009 academic year of Chinese Language School of Southern
California. After a restful summer, we meet again for the weekly gathering of our children to learn
Chinese. As always, it is a pleasure to see the playful and adorable faces of the students. Everything is the
same as the last six years except for our new location, Mar Vista Elementary School.

At least one of my children at any given time has attended Mar Vista elementary in the last seven
years. Mar Vista has been a small quiet neighborhood school ever since we set eyes on her. The student
body is made up of mostly the children from the surrounding residence. The parents of these children
along with the school administration, led by the likes of Principal Weinstock, have molded Mar Vista into
a refreshing oasis in a sea of city construction. The enthusiasm of parents with the resourcefulness of the
teachers has helped maintained the school both academically and structurally amid the shrinking budget
of the Los Angeles School District.

Since my first term as the principal of CLSSC, Ms.
Weinstock and | had been cultivating the idea of moving

our school to a more suitable environment for our wwel \ Yl
students. We agreed that it could be a mutually beneficial U LMW
venture for both our schools. These plans only begin to

flourish and take shape when the administration of Palms On May 12, 2008 a 7.9 magnitude

Middle School became increasingly antagonistic and earthquake hit Sichuan and killed over 69,000
rejected our lease application. Palm’s principal cited the : people. Two of our school’s students took some of
reasons for termination were the increased incidents of : their time to hold a fundraiser at Lanai Elementary
complaints against our students in the last few years and - School in Encino and raised over $300. On June
the planned future building construction on the school - 21, 2008, WuChun (4B/5B/6B) and WuDi (1B)
ground. Whatever the reasons, | am certain that we are - Davis presented the check to the Chinese
all to blame. The important thing, however, is that we - Consulate in Los Angeles and received certificates
found a new home for our school. Mar Vista has been - of appreciation.

very pleasant, accommodating, and supportive to us. As ~Tiffany Yeh
the chairperson of the school’s board of directors, | would
like to see this relationship nourished by everyone
involved.

The Chinese idiom: “Meng Mu San Qian” says
Meng-Zi’'s mother overcame many obstacles to settle into
a proper environment for her son to learn and to grow.
We all appreciate that parenting in the States is a job that
never ceases. It continues twenty-four-seven and even
after our children turn eighteen. Like every volunteer
parent from our school, | will also do my best to ensure
our children can learn and grow in the best surrounding
we can manage. The sweetness | feel inside me is
priceless when | see our students enjoying their new
school.

~ Ashley Wang, Chairperson
Board of Directors
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Ms. Pei-Yi Lin is one of our new PB class
teachers. She graduated from the department of
biology at National Changhua University of
Education. After graduating, she was a biology
teacher in middle school before coming to the
U.S. where she received a master’s degree in
education from the University of California, Santa
Barbara. Ms. Lin served as a volunteer for a
natural exploration booth in both Taiwan and
Santa Barbara and now spends most of her time
taking care of her two young kids. Before she
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Ms. Zhiyu Hu majored in commercial design in
college. Soon after graduating, she worked in art
design, package design and web design for five years.
She once worked as an art designer and a product
planner in a Chinese traditional snack manufacturing
company, Guai Guai, in Taiwan. She also planned and
published an elementary school computer textbook.
Ms. Hu moved to the United States in 2007 after
getting married. When she arrived, she had an
opportunity to teach Chinese as a volunteer. She
decided to take this opportunity because she has a
passion for all things relating to children. In order to
understand how to teach and promote the Chinese
language, in early 2008, she returned to Taiwan to
attend courses that train Chinese teachers to use
various teaching techniques and learning activities.
These methods would help her inspire kids who do
not primarily speak Chinese to enjoy learning the
language. She joined Westside Chinese School
officially in September 2008. Before she began
teaching, the school asked her to demonstrate her
teaching abilities with the PA class. She loved the
class at once because all of the kids were cute and

talented. As Ms. Hu observed our classes and
teachers more, she realized that there was a
significant amount of interaction between the

students and teachers. The teachers did not use the
traditional teaching method of strict lecturing without
discussion, instead they encouraged students to ask
questions, express their opinions, and take part in fun
activities which created a more natural learning
environment. Ms. Hu acknowledges that there are
many non-Asian students attending Westside Chinese
School, and commends them for studying so hard,
especially since Chinese is their second language. She
loves our school because she feels that there is a lot
of freedom here - teachers can use their creativity to
motivate children to learn Chinese through games.
Ms. Hu loves listening to music, reading Chinese
books, going to the movies and playing with kids. She
likes to eat Bei-Ping roast duck and Taiwanese
snacks, like yan cu ji, da chang zhu xue tang, da
chang mian xian and wan gud (an oatmeal rice
product).

Ms. Vireen Tsai received her Bachelors degree
in Taiwan and later received her Master’s degree in
Teaching English as Foreign Language from USC in
August 2007. She joined our school early last
year, and is currently teaching the PB class with
Ms. Pei-Yi Lin. Ms. Tsai likes this neighborhood and
also lives nearby. She likes teaching here because
the students are very cute, the parents are very
cooperative, and the teachers and staff are very
_fr_igrld_x.ﬁr_\e_ _f_egl_s_\_/e_ry_ Djappy and fulfilled every

Saturday when she

joined Westside Chinese School in May 2008, she
taught Chinese at a private school. Ms. Lin
enjoys teaching Chinese at our school because
there are a lot of enthusiastic teachers who
share their experiences with one another. She
likes all kinds of Chinese food. In fact, when she
has free time, she enjoys making dumplings and
turnip cakes.

?‘ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ%gﬂj Vireen Tsai (PB-2)
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comes to teach.
Ms. Tsai enjoys
spending her leisure
time by shopping,
hanging out with
friends and seeing
movies. Her favorite

Chinese food is shi zi
tou, a type of
Chinese meatball.
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Ms. Serena Chang graduated from the Savannah College of Art and Design as a computer art major. e
Besides working at Chinese school on Saturdays, she is also currently working as the lead artist in a :
special effects studio for motion pictures. Ms. Chang loves art, Chinese literature, and teaching children. 4
She became a teacher at Westside Chinese School because she loves to see her students explore the e
beauty of Chinese. She is enjoying the great experience with her students. Her favorite Chinese food is :
tofu and any food made from tofu.

[ ]
.....O.......................0...............................‘
o Mrs. Joanne Graves graduated from Shanghai
R BAEEH  Joanne Graves (18) Foreign Trade Institute as an economic and foreign
trade major. After graduating, she worked as an
English translator at a toy factory and then at the
Shanghai Science and Technology Institute and is
currently engaged in the travel industry. Mrs.
Graves’ son is currently enrolled in the 3B class and
daughter in PB class. She likes Westside Chinese
School very much because it is the most organized
and largest Chinese school in West Los Angeles.
Because her husband is Caucasian, she can better
understand the needs of the B track students and
find proper ways to fulfill those needs. Mrs. Graves
likes swimming, hiking and traveling. Her favorite
Chinese dishes are xiao long bao and Wu Xi pai gu (a
type of sweet and sour pork ribs).
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MAG W X Ya Li Wei (8A)
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Ms. Ya Li Wei graduated from the Political Warfare School as a film major. After serving in the military for four
years, she decided to stay home and take care of her children. Currently, Ms. Wei helps take care of the family
restaurant called Sichuan. She was a substitute teacher at Westside Chinese School for years before becoming the
teacher of the 8A class. As a substitute, she taught various classes in both the A and B tracks for as long as three or
four months at a time. Ms. Wei was introduced to Westside Chinese School by former principal Ms. Da His Yen whose
husband and Ms. Wei attended the same college in Taiwan. She enjoys spending time with little kids and is also good
friends with several former principals and vice-principals. In fact, her husband and our Chinese calligraphy teacher, Dr.
William Kung, used to work at the same Navy Hospital in Taiwan as obstetrics and gynecology doctors. Thus, she has
many close ties to our school. Ms. Wei likes to read the news on the Internet, garden, and eat all kinds of Chinese food,
particularly vegetable dishes.
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From the Desk of the PTA President

Dear Parents,

Welcome to another exciting year at the Westside Chinese School. This 2008-2009 school year brings many transitions that give our
school the opportunity to better understand and meet the needs of our dedicated students and families.

As | return for our family’s third year at CLSSC, | continue to be impressed by the level of support and cooperation that | have seen
from the parents at Westside Chinese School. Our PTA not only leads the efforts to coordinate food/snacks for our children weekly, but
also serves to enrich our children’s experience here through sponsoring field trips and our participation in the CLSSC Track and Field
Competition, as well as our annual Chinese New Year Party, School Camping Trip, and End of Year Carnival.

As the new PTA President, | look forward to continuing the tradition of our much-loved annual events and | am also enthusiastic
about the possibilities for even further expansion of our school’s cultural and academic activities through the feedback and valuable ideas
from all of our wonderful families. The success of our activities has always been dependent on the active involvement of all of our parents
and the PTA is grateful to those of you who have already volunteered for the many weekly tasks that our school relies on to function
smoothly.

Together with our PTA Vice Presidents, Eric Graves and Richard Davies, we look forward to meeting and working with all of you and
hope that you will find a way to lend your unique talents towards making this a memorable year for all of our children here at Westside
Chinese School.

Please feel free to email me at wscspta@gmail.com with any questions / comments.

Sincerely,
R. Joey Handley

PTA President The New SChOO' SUYVG)’
By Tanhya Choo, Credit Class

From PALMS Middle School to MAR VISTA Elementary School... What's new? \What's different? What's popular?
Since our Chinese School has now been re-located, many changes have occurred. The two largest changes | have seen, is
the access to so many more facilities on campus and the fact that our school no longer sells snacks. Therefore, some of
my fellow Westside Breeze staffers went around school and surveyed 65 students, over 2 weeks in October 2008, on
what they liked and what they would like to see happen in the future. We asked two simple questions: What is your
favorite facility on campus? and What type of snack should be sold on campus? Here are the results:

Faveoribe Faeciliby Bype of Snack

Granola Bars
Plag;und Tetﬁgfbk;:t?garts Fruit Snacks/ 3% Cotton Candy/
’ 36% Gummies Popcorn
15% \ :\ 31%
Track &
14% Volleyball Nets Chips Cookies/ Pastries
16% 26% 25%
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FUNKY 71 = CONTERT

% On October 4™ and 11", 2008 The Westside
mnel/:é Breeze held a funny face contest. Congratulations

to the winners and thank you to all those who
participated. The first place, second place and third
place winners received $20, $15 and $10 gift cards
respectively. These were paid for with the proceeds
from our two bake sales.

%

1°' Place
#“¥% Amy Graves (PB)

Participants (from leff to right, top to
bottom): Hf ZE #E  Jeffrey Guo (7A), ] V. 1k
Olivin, Hu (Credit) and [H ¥} 5% Jayleen Yen
(Credit), BE tH 7% Jennifer Chyw (Credit) and
Md4F Jessicn Lin (Credit), Chante Eliaszadeh
(Adulf), FE1EfH Kevin Chang (7A)



What is Credit Class?

53 Tanga Cheo

As you may know, credit class is the highest grade
level offered at Westside Chinese School. During class, our
teacher instructs us to listen, speak, read, and write Chinese.
However, during lunch and recess, we all eat, play sports,
and just hang out together as one big group. Since most of
us have been going to Chinese school since we were around
the age of 5, we’ve known each other for quite some time
and have really grown to be great friends. This year, we’ve
had the pleasure of having many new students join our class,
including two new-to-the-school students as well as one
student who transferred from a B track class. This class not
only improves our Mandarin, but also enhances the
friendship between us. Therefore, if you’re looking to
develop a higher level of Mandarin or just want to make
friends, credit class is definitely the way to go.
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From the Credit Class: ax,

Every week, the Credit Class teacher, Ms. Huei- Chung Jaw, brings a new Chinese food for the class to touch or taste and
asks the class to write about it...

Special thanks to Kristin, Kaelyn, and Anthony for sending in their amazing work!
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We do not remember days; we
remember moments. ~ Cesare Paves

We Pledged

A note from the
Editor-in-Chief

After my 12/13/08 email, we have _
raised $1020.00 as of 01/15/09. The ' _
my request to join the PTA.

Gold Donors (donated > $100)
Nelson Lim and Hwee Lain Ng

79 A, The Westside Breeze

Cindy and Kai Chan

Silver Donors (donated $100)
Diana Liao and JT Pooler

Linda Wehbi

Peter Zhifeng Qin and HongHang He
Cindy Chang and Dennis Yeh
Andrea Baird and Vera Chang Baird
Jean Huang and Charlie Tercek

Thank you all for your support and
hope we can reach our goal of
$11,000.

~ Jean Huang, Principal
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