Message from Principal Stella Wu:

In light of Westside Chinese School’s 50™
Anniversary, [ would like to thank all the past
administrators and parents for their unwavering
dedication. The foundation they have built has allowed
our school to blossom from a few students into the
successful institution it is today.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank
today’s parents, teachers, and administrators for their
hard work. Without you, the activities we currently
enjoy, from the annual New Year Festivals to the
weekly snack times, would not be possible. [ am
honored and humbled to serve as principal, and I firmly believe in continuing
the hard work of those before us. Let us all come partake in the volunteering
spirit!
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VOLUNTEERS SPOTLIGHT: PAUL CHU AND I-CHANG

Mr. Paul Chu and Mrs. I-Chang are long-time volunteers at Chinese
school. The couple have been selling snack tickets for over 10 years. If
you have ever bought food during snack break, surely you must have
met them when you purchased your tickets. They usually sit in the
cafeteria against the auditorium wall. Over the winter break, I
conducted a brief interview with them. During our talk, I realized that
their hard work and steadfast dedication to not only the school, but
also our community and country, is truly inspirational. Paul is a World
War II veteran who served in the U.S. Army as an English-Chinese
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translator, as well as a truck driver who brought supplies across the rugged terrain from Burma to China.

In addition, Paul helped me realize that selling tickets at school is only part of his job; he is also responsible for preparing
the tickets at home before they can be used. Every year, he makes sure that about 30,000 tickets are validated by a
stamped CLSSC print. Currently, [-Chang and Paul have a granddaughter enrolled. They see their volunteering as
important and needed. I hope Paul and [-Chang’s heartwarming devotion to our school and our children has inspired you
to volunteer too! ~Stephanie Liu
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Teacher Interviews
FEFFEEHN (Wang Lao Shi) - S 7t 30231 BI85 8 h 3 AIEE By Lulu Liu
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Teacher Chin-Yi Wang is instructor of the Parent and Me Class and the
Children’s Chinese Chorus EC class. She comes from Taiwan. Ms. Wang
received her PhD in Music Composition and Theory from UC Davis. She
received both a BA and MA in Music from Taipei National University of the Arts
with a major in composition and minor in piano. As a life-long learner with a true
passion for teaching, Ms. Wang has 15 years of experience teaching music, piano,
and Chinese. She has had the opportunity to teach at UC Davis, Tainan National
University of the Arts, Gifted and Talented Music Programs in secondary schools
of Taiwan.

Ms. Wang has been passionate about Chinese literature since her
childhood. She started teaching at Westside Chinese School in 2013 and has
been the teacher for B track and the Parent and Me Class. Her hobbies include
baking, cooking, and reading.

Ms. Wang loves children and enjoys working with them. Her goal is to teach through fun activities and pass on
her cultural heritage to her students. It’s her delight to see her students grow!
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I come from the City of Wuhan in Hubei State. I graduated from Wuhan
University and majored in International Trade. I worked as a house
evaluator in the real estate business for more than twelve years. I often read
Chinese history books. That’s my favorite thing to do. I also like to taste
delicious food. My child started attending Westside Chinese School in 2014,
and since then, I have volunteered in the school in the following positions:
snack services, classroom coordinator, teaching aide, and substitute
teacher. I became interested in teaching Chinese after watching
experienced teachers teach and how they adjust their teaching according to
student’s various needs. I hope through my hard working, I can help each
and every student reach their full potential.
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My name is Wenchi Yang and I graduated from Taiwan’s National Taichung
College of Business with a degree in International Trade. In the U.S. I received
a degree in English at San Francisco State University. Chinese language has
always been one of my favorite subjects in school. After arriving to America, I
realized that many of my classmates were interested in learning Chinese, so we
started to teach each other our native languages. After graduation, I taught
English at an adult school and in the meantime, tutored students Chinese. I
enjoy teaching Chinese because I love seeing students slowly yet gradually
learn one of the most difficult languages in the world, while at the same time,
discover Chinese culture and history. I hope I can help students build a good
foundation in Chinese. I believe it is important for them to learn how to listen
and speak, as this enables them to communicate. As for reading and writing,
both are also important in facilitating students’ understanding of Chinese
history and culture. In my free time, I like to watch movies, travel, bake, and
cook.
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I grew up in Taiwan, where I studied to receive a
bachelor’s degree in chemistry and later a master’s degree.
After that, I came to the U.S. to earn a Ph.D. in the field of
molecular biology. Currently, I do research in neuroscience
at UCLA. Even though I now live in the U.S., due to the
power of the internet, my life is still tightly connected to the
Chinese world.

Chinese culture is very different from western cultures.
As this is so, I believe it will be interesting to introduce this
world to Americans. One of the best ways to do so is by
teaching Chinese. The way I teach Chinese to English
speakers is actually very different from the way I learned
Chinese. For example, I have never taken any Chinese
grammar classes before. Therefore, I feel like I am
relearning Chinese rather than teaching it. Since I have
gained much insight from studying a language I am very
familiar with, teaching has so far been a very interesting
experience.

In my free time, I enjoy reading. In addition to browsing
news online, I still read novels every month to enjoy the
beauty of other worlds. I also like to share my life on
Facebook with my family and friends here and there in
Taiwan. It is a way to stay connected to where I am from. I
am a scientist; therefore I have been spending most of my
time doing research in the laboratory.
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Gao Lao Shi is from Shanghai, China. She graduated from
Fudan University and got her teaching credential from California
State University, Long Beach. She is interested in teaching Chinese
because she loves Chinese and would like more people to learn this
wonderful language. Gao Lao Shi enjoys working with the talented
and energetic students at Westside Chinese School. She has learned
a lot from the kids. They inspire her not only to try to be a better
teacher, but also to be a better person.

Gao Lao Shi is a hardcore fan of Beijing opera. She also enjoys
cooking and was an editor and journalist in China. After getting a
teaching credential in the U.S., she taught at several schools in
LAUSD. She hopes to personalize instruction for her students to
meet their various learning needs. Gao Lao Shi tries to create a
positive and encouraging learning environment so that students THITHTHIT TRITHIN] [T
enjoy learning Chinese. After they step out the classroom, she

hopes students are able to apply what they have learned to real life. P iano 8 Theory Les sons

Gao Lao Shi never dreamed of becoming a teacher before and
always worried about the "what if..." Gradually, she found that

Beginners or Advanced

being a teacher is such a rewarding job and felt lucky to have a Participation in Certification
chance to work these young angels. As to those "what ifs," the of Merit Program

solution is to love and treat the students as her own kids. Love Participation in 3 PUbliC recitals a year
never fails. She hopes that “parents and students will communicate Member: Music Teachers Association
with [her] anytime when they have suggestions and concerns. Let of California

us work together to make the new school year a joyful and Teacher of Musical Arts

productive learning journey! ”

[Jasmine Keolian 310-823-6066
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Interview with Former Principal Huang — EHRIRIRE=IZE

Sawtelle Blvd in West Los Angeles, often referred to as
Little Osaka, is a popular stop for teenage and college students
alike. One of the hottest spots on this street is a bustling boba
place called Volcano Tea House. I am sure many current
Chinese school students know of the boba there, but what
many don’t know is that the shop owner is a former principal
of Chinese school. This past December, I paid a visit to
Volcano Teahouse to interview former Principal Huang, who
served from 1993-1994. As I sat down with him at a table
outside to talk, I noticed that his employees clocking out would
refer to him as Principal Huang. He tells me the title caught on
since students and parents under the time of his administration
would still call him principal when they came for boba.

As we talked, he told me that Chinese school’s founding purpose was to serve as a culture and
community center for Chinese immigrant families. Unlike many other Chinese schools, Westside Chinese
School was not formed under a parent organization, such as a Chinese Association. He then explained that at its
earliest, Chinese School was not an official school. The first students who learned Chinese studied outdoors at
Palms Recreational Park over the weekends. They were children of parents who were international students,
most of whom studied at UCLA. The fathers would play basketball at the park and the mothers took this
opportunity to teach the children Chinese.

As more and more students joined the weekend study sessions, there became a need to put the students
in classrooms. Palms Middle School became our first host school. Principal Huang, who is also a retired
programmer, recalls initiating the first online registration database of students and buying our school’s first 24
pins dot matrix printer that could print Chinese characters. He said that prior to being principal, he was also a
parent volunteer and a board of director. He tells me that Chinese school has helped establish a solid foundation
of the Chinese language for his children, which enables them to more easily pick up the language later in life.
He also wanted to let me know that before leaving his post as principal, he added a class B membership to the

Founders of Westside Chinese School.

school’s bylaws, which allows former parents and administrators to return to help the school’s administration,
but withholds them from voting.
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's Interview with Former Principal Wu -- S FIIIRELE By Stephanie Lin

:: This past December, I paid a visit to the West Los Angeles Office of Tzu Chi, a humanitarian

$ organization with roots in Taiwan, to interview former principal, Principal Wu. After having served as principal
§ of Chinese school from 1990-1991, Principal Wu is currently the chapter leader of Tzu Chi in West L.A. She

2 tells me that she is also a parent of 3 daughters, all of whom graduated from Chinese school and are now very
d successful adults. One daughter is a pediatrician who uses her Chinese to speak to patients. Another uses her

4 Chinese to speak to speak to employees at her company factory. She also has a grandson currently attending,

2 making her family a member of our community for 3 generations. During her term, Chinese school, which was
 hosted at Palms Middle school, had about 350 enrolled students and, as she emphasized proudly, a long waiting
§ list. Most families were of Chinese heritage, different from the growing diversity of students we have now.

2 Looking back, Principal Wu says that Chinese school to her was like one big family. The families knew each

2 other and could tell who were related to whom. Even to this day, families would host reunions to catch up.

S Her fondest memory at school was the Sports Meet. Parents, acting as coaches, would prepare students
4 by training them prior to the competition. On game day, one of the parents would bring a freezer full of
popsicles to share with the families as they cheered on our competitors. She also warmly recalls that our school
$ formed basketball teams to compete in tournaments against other schools. Many of the dads played basketball
§ when their kids were in class, and would coach them ball after school. The moms would stay in an empty
classroom to chat and drink coffee. Sometimes, the parents would listen to guest speakers the school invited to
give talks about their specialized fields.

Chinese school is not exactly like how it was in the past. For example, snack time would involve
multiple families taking turns bringing snacks and drinks to share, free of charge. Another interesting fact, she
9 says, is that extracurricular classes used to be mandatory and took place before the last period, different from
how we have it now switched.
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Westside Chinese School and Me- Interview with Former Principal Annie Yen

In 1992, I immigrated to the U.S. with my family, initially leaving my husband working in Taiwan. In America,
I had to serve as both a mother and a fatherly figure for my children. Ever since sending them to Chinese
School, I met many friends who have offered me tremendous assistance during this time, of which I am very
grateful for. The first official volunteer position I held was as Director of General Affairs. I still recall going to
Costco to buy the snacks sold for snack time. Soon after, I advanced to the role of Financial Director, which
allowed me to better understand the logistics of running the school, and later prepared me to become principal
for two terms, which I served from 2000-2002. Our family’s involvement with Chinese School was forsaken
after my children graduated from Chinese school, but my heart remained involved in Chinese education. Once
again, [ took up volunteering, this time with the Southern California Council of Chinese Schools (SCCCS). To
this day, I help organize students from the different Chinese schools in South California in the competitions
SCCCS hosts. Competing entails hard work for both students and teachers; therefore, I am extremely proud of
them. Westside Chinese School is my home, and I am honored to count myself as a permanent member.
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Former Principal Yen with family.
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8 ) . Three former principals. From left to right: Mrs.
Mei Yi, Mrs. Yen Da Shi, and Mr. Liu An Chi.
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By Amelia Chief and William Ortiz

I 1. Pandas have a vestigial thumb,
H which means their thumbs have become

H less effective over the course of evolution. Their
| extra digit helps them to hold and manipulate
bamboo.

H 2. Pandas have lived on Earth for 2-3 million

I years.

H 3. Pandas are the most expensive animals to keep
| in captivity.

4. A group of pandas is called an embarvassment. spend up to 14 hours a day eating as i

I 5. Mother pandas in captivity give birth to twin much as 27.5 pounds of bamboo leaves and I
B . . i 0
H pandas more often than pandas in the wild. jcei:ns' However, they can digest only about 17% H

. O 0 A Panda’s Diet ]
I Pandas are endangered; there are about 1,000 pandas left in the wild. One I
H &_ ‘é of the leading causes for their decline is the loss of their habitat and their H
l food, bamboo, due to humans clearing areas for crops. These black -and - ]
white bears spend up to 14 hours a day eating as much as 27.5 pounds of bamboo leaves
i and stems. However, they can digest only about 17 percent of it. i
I It is interesting to note that pandas evolved from bears that ate both plants and meat; I
I pandas started eating bamboo exclusively about two million years ago. Researchers say, )i
. that despite their curvent diet, pandas possess an overall gut structurve that is unique ]
compared to other plant-eaters: the microorganisms in their gut are actually more
T similar to carnivorous than omnivorous bears. Their gut is also covered with a thick layer A
| of mucus to protect against splinters. ]
I sy wmse - PANDAS IN THE Z0O ]

In the Taipei Zoo, there are two pandas I
named Tuan Tuan and Yuan Yuan. They H
are adorable! Their names together, Tuan p
Yuan, means reunion. On July 6, 2013, s

Yuan Yuan gave birth to a baby panda, a I

girl named Yuan Zai. Yuan Zai is the first Il

panda ever born in Taiwan! ]

They may appear sedentary, but they are skilled tree-
L, climbers and efficient swimmers. p

U% 10 Source: http://bit.ly/2jMhEqx H
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A Extraterrestrial Dream

for Chinese school!”

Scientific studies say that the aliens have long since
disappeared, but still! Some people say that spooky faces appear out of nowhere!

Mom is at home. I’'m in Chinese school. The horse appeared,
and...and... I try to run but there’s something on top of me. I

SOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOEOOOOOOOOOEOOEOOOOOOOOEOOOOOOOOOGOG!

By Amelia Chief

on, Leona!” Mom exclaimed. “You’re going to be late

Sigh. I wanted to learn Chinese, but who knew class was
epy building where an alien invasion had taken place?

I trudge to the bus stop. If only Mom could go with me, but it would seem cowardly to

ask her. Cowardly?! Why am I worrying about my dignity when my life could be in

danger? I climb on the bus and get off at 771 Spaceship Boulevard, where Chinese
school is.

= I tremble as I get off the bus. Eek! A shriek runs though me.

“Hi!” says Iris, my best friend from school. “Are you going to Chinese
school?”

“Yes,” I reply.

“Me too!” she exclaims. “Let’s hope we’re in the same class.”

“Yeah!” I say brightly. “Then we can protect each other from the aliens.”

“You actually believe that legend?” Iris stares at me in disbelief.

“No, but I'm still scared,” I say, my heart thumping.
“Let’s go!” shouts Iris.
I run side by side next to her. My heart is still thumping. With every stride, I’'m getting
closer to being abducted by aliens!
In about five minutes, we arrive at a brick building. It looks like a dungeon. The clock
says 1:58. I gasp. In the legend, the aliens crashed at 1:00, were forced to leave at 1:20,
and secretly appeared again at 1:58!
“AAAAAAAHHHHHHH!” I screamed.
Iris just stares at me.
Neigh! Neigh! That sounds like a horse! A horse with
eight legs appears. Aliens!
“Oh no!” 1 think.
“Leona! It's time to go to Chinese school!"
That’s Mom’s voice. Wait. Huh? How is that possible?

y eyes. My fuzzy pink blanket! Where am 1?7

“Do you want me to walk with you?” she asks. “I wouldn’t mind. The campus is really
pretty.”

Oh! I get it now! It was all a dream.

“Oh,” 1 think. “I predict Chinese school will be very fun.”

And I was right. I had three hours of pure bliss. I love Chinese school!
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SAT Il Chinese and AP Chinese
Exams Compared
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By Catherine Li

Practice SAT 2
Both the AP Chinese and SAT Il Chinese exams show Chlnese_Exa't' will
colleges your achievements in Chinese. Taking one of be provided in
these exams can improve your chances of admission into class at Westside
competitive colleges. Chinese School on
03/04/17.
SAT 2 Chinese Exam AP Chinese Language and Culture Exam

e SAT 2 scores are recommended by
many colleges, and required by some
competitive colleges.

e The AP Chinese Exam may allow students to
earn college credit.
e Ittests understanding and usage of the

e Total time: 60 minutes. Consists of 3 Chinese language as well as knowledge
multiple choice sections. The listening about Chinese culture.
section is 20 minutes long, while the e The AP Chinese Exam is administered on a
reading and usage sections share a computer.
time block of 40 minutes. e The student may choose either Simplified or

Traditional Chinese for reading and writing.
1. Listening Comprehension: Tests the e The student must be able to type with a
student’s understanding of short keyboard and may choose between
statements and dialogues. Microsoft Pinyin IME (MSPY) or Microsoft
New Phonetic IME.
e The Exam contains a multiple choice and a
free response section:

2. Usage Section: Tests the ability to
complete sentences logically. Both
questions and answers are given in
traditional Chinese, simplified Chinese,

Pinyin, and Bopomofo. Students can 1. Multiple Choice: Contains 30-35 questions

choose the form that they are most in the listening portion, and 35-40
comtortableswith: questions in the reading portion.

2. Free Response: In the writing portion, the

3. Reading Comprehension: Tests your student is given a series of pictures and

understanding of the themes, setting, writes a story. Then the student reads and
and main ideas of passages. The answers an email message. For the
passages are in both traditional and speaking portion, the student answers a
simplified Chinese, while the questions series of questions and gives a presentation
are in English. about Chinese Culture.
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