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This year’s graduating class of 2009 began Chinese School at an early age. Most of us
have been here since PA and have been very involved in our school’s activities. Whether it's
hosting the talent show, competing at the track meets, taking extracurricular classes, or
working on the Westside Breeze; as a group, we have seemingly done it all. We have all enjoyed
meeting and seeing friends at Chinese School who we would otherwise not normally see and
have extremely fond memories of the barbecues and campfires during the camping trips.
Chinese school has truly been a place where we have grown up and developed into hardworking
and successful young adults. Even though we have been extremely busy during high school,

4-5 trying to balance our hectic schedules, we have always made time to return to Chinese school.
Due to this we have formed long lasting friendships with classmates and teachers. Not only
have we gained a wealth of knowledge about Chinese language, history, and culture, but we

6 have also learned valuable lessons that we will take with us for the rest of our lives. There is no

doubt that Chinese school will always have a place in our hearts and memories.
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Our ScHooL’s RoLE MoODELS

An Article about 3 Generation Attendees - The Yehs
English: Tanya Choo, Chinese translation and typing: Lorraine Hsiao, Credit Class

At Westside Chinese School, there has been a long history of attending students. Of these, one family has enjoyed their experiences at school
so much, they've had a total of 3 generations attend our school- a grandmother, who was formerly the principal; a father, who has graduated from both
Stanford University and Harvard Medical School and now works as a surgeon at UCLA; and lastly a son, who is currently enrolled in the PB class. When
I heard about such a committed family to our school, | was intrigued to learn about them, their experiences, and how different Chinese School may have
been when they attended. Thus, | sent an email to the grandmother, Mrs. Jennie Yeh and asked for an interview with her and her family.

Fortunately, we were able to meet and talk during this year's Chinese School New Year Carnival. | asked them all sorts of questions such as
“What was your favorite memory?” and “How has the school changed?” Their answers were definitely surprising and different from what | had expected.

To break the ice, | talked a little about myself first. The conversation flowed smoothly into Mrs. Jennie Yeh's (grandmother) experience at
Chinese School. She first began coming to Westside Chinese School when her son, Michael Yeh began his enrollment. She was always very involved
with all the school activities and always volunteered her time to help out. Thus, it comes to no surprise that she was nominated and soon after elected as
principal. She was motivated to take this job, not only to receive benefits, but also to contribute and make a difference. She describes her favorite
memory as watching kids grow and seeing them motivated to come week after week. One thing she said that really stuck in my mind was that, to this
day, she still takes part in some activities with her old Chinese School friends such as being in a singing group and taking occasional yoga lessons on
Saturday mornings. This just goes to show that, even at Chinese School, one can make long-lasting friends.

After speaking with Jennie for awhile, her son Michael joined us. Since he was an actual attendant at Westside Chinese School, | was curious to
ask him about what school was like back then and how it has changed. He replied, “There have definitely been a lot of changes since then. When | first
attended, it was at Mar Vista Park. We actually used wooden tables and benches as classrooms; each table being a different class/grade. Only
after a few years was it then moved to Palms Middle School. And nowadays, the school is much more diverse. Another big change is the school’s sports
program.” Though we still have our annual track meet, where we compete against other Southern California Chinese Schools, Michael mentioned how
there used to be an actual sports program/club. He described that a lot of Chinese School students were just like him, always wanting to be a part of
their American school’s sports teams. However, they never had time or were busy; there was always some sort of obstacle that prevented a lot of them
from playing a sport. So a few of them started their own sports program at Chinese School. For example, Michael and his friends loved playing
basketball, so they formed a basketball team. They practiced during the breaks and after class. They also got the opportunity to compete against other
Chinese schools. It was a chance for them to play competitively at a sort of relaxed level and without the stress of harsh practices. When | heard this, |
was definitely shocked, but | also thought it was a great idea that could possibly be brought back.

Along with the sports program, | also asked Michael some questions about how Chinese School has helped him throughout his life:

Tanya Choo (TC): How have you taken your Chinese School experience/knowledge to help you in your life?
Michael Yeh (MY): Alongside of Chinese school, | took some extra classes. They both helped me keep up in conversations with other people
as well as with my job- making older patients at ease. And of course, it makes ordering Chinese food a lot easier.

TC: Why did you decide to send your kids to Chinese School?
MY: My experience and knowledge of the language and heritage learnt was immense. Since we live in an area that has an Asian minority, it's
important to make friends with people who have similar backgrounds; Chinese School allowed that.

TC: Would you encourage students to continue taking Chinese School?

MY: Yes, | definitely would. With China’s rising power, it's important to learn the language. It also opens up both job and business
opportunities. My friend, Felix, actually graduated from Santa Monica High School, went to Westside Chinese School, graduated from
University of Pennsylvania, and now lives and has a job in China where one must speak Chinese on a regular basis.

Lastly, | spoke with Michael's son, Roan Yeh. Currently,
6 years old, he is enrolled in the PB class and in Kindergarten
at American School. He enjoys playing with his friends and
eating Chinese food, just like his father. His favorite things
about Chinese School, so far, have been singing the “Gong
Shi” song and playing tetherball on the playground. He seems
very much like his father and | am confident that he will be as
successful as his father.

After speaking with all three of them, this interview has
not only opened my eyes to bringing back little things we used
to have such as the sports program, but it has also helped me
gain a new way to look at my Chinese School experience. It
was definitely a treat to talk with them and hear about their
different experiences. Their words have been very inspirational
and motivational and have given me hope for the future. They
are the role models who our school should and is proud of.

Jennie and Michael's whole family




We are working hard and having fun in the PA CLASS!
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Idioms:

(from 6A students)

1. HERATN

2. HYES

3. MNYZE

4. TH—-E

5. HREM

96 39.0¢Y78 WIolp| 8y} ssene) 0} Slemsuy Note: This issue’s Kidz Korner includes some of last year’s 4A class’s writing because

we unfortunately overlooked them in the June 2008 issue. Please take the time to
8 read their brilliant work.  And, thanks to Ms. Fang, the 4A teacher, for reminding us.
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Phrase Search: How many phrases can you find?
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If you found: 1-20 Phrases: Beginner; 21-40 Phrases:
Intermedinte; U41-60 Phrases: Expert; 61+ Phrases: Teacher

Chinese Riddle:
Because | hit it, it hits me, smash
open its stomach...bleeds out my

fresh blood. Clue: bug

Created and Designed By: Teh Lei Liu
2|8 & (Z4 3, Credit Class)







. By: Tanya Choo, Credit Class

For years, Westside Chinese School has been competitively
involved in the annual Track Meet. It is a competition of track and field
against other Chinese schools in Southern California. Events include
tug-o-war, short and long distance running, shot put, relays, long and
high jump, and many more.

When our school first enrolled in this annual Track Meet (which
used to be held at Cal State LA, but is now held at Mount San Antonio
College), our school started off as the new underdog in comparison to the
others. However, we have come such a long way. Our younger
competitors won countless medals for track events, while the older
students dominated in relays and field sports. This year, overall, we
placed 1% in field sports and 3™ in track; something our school has never
achieved before. I’ve been so proud just to be part of our school these
past few years at the Track Meets. The awards won just go to show that
our students, teachers, parents, and administrators do have the dedication,
commitment, and passion to help our school thrive. I am confident that
the generations to come will succeed as spectacularly as we have.

- , fu‘n’s %AR, QUR SCHODL HAS DONE BETTER THAN @F EVER HAVE BEFORE.




The Exd of avoliey of eaxl

The following families have responded to my
request to join the PTA. We are very thankful
for their support and helping us overcome the
budgetary deficit this year. With continued
careful management, fund-raising, and other
financial changes, we plan to be back at
break-even for 2009-2010 school year.

Gold Donors (donated > $100 )
Cindy and Kai Chan

Derek and Mu Tan Hu

Nelson Lim and Hwee Lain Ng

Silver Donors (donated $100)
Andrea Baird and Vera Chang Baird
Cindy Chang and Dennis Yeh

Paul Chu and Family

Jean Huang and Charlie Tercek
Whip Hubley Family

Diana Liao and JT Pooler
Alexandra Mork and Family

Shirley Pak and Yi Tsau

Peter Zhifeng Qin and HongHang He
Anne Marie Schaaf and Family
Linda Wehbi

. §& Thank you all for your support and hope we
to:- questions; : comments; :s 8 1% can reach our goal of $11,000.

~Jean Huang, Principal
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