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We are Felicia Duan, in class 4A, and Chrystal Duan in 6A. Last year, our family went to
|7(_| ?§ China for a year. We went to schools in Changsha and Beijing and visited lots of different
places and cities. I want to share stories of our travels in China.

My Year in China
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_E28 School
New Teachers At the beginning, attending school in China was very hard. Compared to America, there is
%ﬁ;‘%gﬂj ............................ 5 || more homework, more exams, and on top of that we did not know many Chinese
characters. We did not understand much in classes either. But we did not give up. We held
Friend ship Day the same standards for the Chinese students for ourselves as well. Although it was difficult,
i T we thought it would be even more difficult had we not gone to Chinese School. At the end,
KeEHBEREE ... 6-7

we both caught up with the class and learned a great deal. It is a big school, where each
Fid get Spl nners grade has about 400 students. And we have a lot of clubs and activities in school. In addition
to classes, the school in China also offers a lot of extracurricular activities. We both
TEQQB’E@% e eeieieee e, participated in soccer tournaments, sports meet and crafts for sale to raise funds for charity. I
also joined the English drama club and oil painting club. It has been a very exciting year!
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HE AL Panda Land
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Yuanyuan is feeding a panda special panda
bread. This panda was rescued from the wild.

My dad and mom took my sister and me to see pandas. Once we got
to the panda research base, we were even more excited than before
because not only were we able to see the pandas, but also got to clean
up the yard they live in and feed them their food. When we got to the
panda area, we each first had to put on a working suit and gloves.
Then we went to the panda yards. When we were cleaning up after
the pandas, my younger sister and my dad cleaned one side, and my
mom and I cleaned the other. First we threw out the bamboo that
wasn’t eaten or fully eaten, then we replaced them with fresh new
ones. We also cleaned the pond where the pandas wash themselves
in. We used a metal shovel to sweep the panda’s poo into a metal
container before dropping it into a special trash bucket. It didn’t smell
too bad because all they eat is bamboo and a special bread. The bread
is made up of soybean, corn, rice and egg. We got to try some too.
The reason pandas don’t just eat bamboo and need to have bread as
well is that they need some food with more nutrition. But mostly they
just eat bamboo. About 99% of their food is bamboo. We fed the
pandas bread too. While feeding them, they would put their hands
out on a metal rectangle plate, where we could give the piece of bread
to the panda. Pandas are so cute and interesting. I hope to someday
see them again!

M@ Terracotta Army
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A staff member is chatting with the twin pandas.

Our family went to see the terracotta army in Xi’an. There, we heard about how they were found: “A peasant went to dig a well when he
discovered a terra-cotta soldier. He reported it to the government which then sent people to dig up the whole site in order to find out who
buried the terracotta army.” And we heard another story about why the terracotta army was formed: “The first emperor of the Qin dynasty
called Qin Shi Huang believed that after he died, his spirit could still possess what he had when he was alive. So, he ordered people to build
a large tomb for his enjoyment after death. They built terracotta soldiers, horses and carriages, and many other things. He also killed
everyone who knew about the tomb after it was built, so that his tomb can be kept a secret from tomb raiders.” We learned a lot of Chinese
history and had a lot of fun there.
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The terracotta soldiers at the museum in Xi’an, China. There are thousands of them and no two are
alike. Each figure has the name of the sculptor stamped on it. It is approximated that it took 40 years to
construct the entire army.
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) I Works with all ages, including adults I J
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r I All levels - beginning to advanced I
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r | Excellent preparation of students: I
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. I Southwestern Youth Music Festival .
J I g Sitting in school uniforms in Tsinghua, Beijing.
) I For information and references I s | We have more adventures to share with you. Please
. look out for the next issue, where we will write about a
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= I Call Dr. Alan Oeltinger -7 Chinese Wedding and more interesting places and
. 210-398-1297 ; museums we visited.

Flip-o-rama by Amelia Chief
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My First Day of Middle School!
Amelia Chief JAEiE 6.A

My dad dropped me off at Geffen Academy on September
-y 8 5, 2017. Dressed in my school uniform and new shoes, | was very
Geffen ACCldem excited to start middle school. | headed straight to my locker and
UCLA y 5 turned the lock. It opened on the second try. | put my backpack
inside, shut my locker, and walked to the Dining Commons. There |
had a breakfast of Raisin Bran cereal and orange juice. At about
8:50, a teacher came in and announced that we should start
heading to our advisory rooms. | threw away my trash and set out
to Advisory, but due to a confusing school map, | was nearly late.

| walked in to a class full of wide eyes staring at me. | felt

" embarrassed, and took a seat. Luckily, my advisor, the humanities
co-teacher, hadn'’t started talking yet. She took some schedule
questions and then had us all introduce ourselves. Then we played
a name game. You threw a ball to someone and said your name for the first round. For the second round, you
had to remember who you threw it to, and then for the third round, you added more balls. It was very fun.
Advisory ended, but there was no bell. We all headed to our next classes. Mine was math. | sat in the only
remaining front row seat. The teacher started teaching.

Math was fun. After math was wellness. | had wellness with my best friend
Arabella, whom | had met in the welcome pool party event a few weeks back. We went to
lunch together. | had a chicken and lettuce wrap.

My next class was Humanities. | made a lot of new friends there. Then | had a work period.
| did all my math homework, then read my book. At 2:45, | headed to science class.
Science was awesome. Our teacher had a British accent and she was really cool.
In Spanish class, we learned how to introduce ourselves. | went home with all my
homework done, and | sure was looking forward to tomorrow! Middle school is the best!
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New Teacher Interviews 1ayoutby catherine Li

#HEZHH (Cohen)

[ am from China's beautiful seaside city - Xiamen. When [ was younger, |
enjoyed writing, and later, I majored in Chinese language and literature in
college. Since college, I have worked in an Internet company as an event
planner, and after coming to the United States, | have taught both Chinese and
English to kindergarteners and have also tutored many students. I adore the
curiosity the children have for the world and their desire to learn. When I am
with them, I forget all of my troubles. [ hope that by engaging students in a
fun manner, they’ll learn to love Chinese and gain knowledge of Chinese
culture.
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RALZEM (Sabrina)
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[ was born and raised in Taipei, Taiwan. I grew up in the
quaint Minsheng community, which fostered a healthy,
positive, and family-oriented lifestyle. I graduated from the
China University of Technology, majoring in business. After
graduation, I worked in marketing and sales for Zurich
Insurance (Taiwan) Ltd. My hobbies include ballroom
dancing. I used to teach ballroom dancing and competed
professionally in ballroom dancing competitions throughout
Asia. I also have a passion for piano. I used to teach piano and
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performed professionally in Taiwan. After marriage, I moved
to the United States to be with my husband and raise my three
wonderful children. I discovered that raising children in
America has its difficulties with respect to learning and
appreciating the Chinese language and culture. As such, I am §
dedicated and privileged to be able to teach the Chinese
language and culture to children in the States.
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Your Local ﬂ Real Estate
COnnectlon fIYan Erickson

My expertise as a real estate agent workmg with the world's most successful
real estate company Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage will provide you
with the highest-level of service.

@ Access to vast information about properties listed
@ Maximum exposure for your property across the most
visited websites and search engines
@ Strong negotiation skills to generate your highest and best results
@ Access to many of Coldwell Banker affiliates ie: Title Co,, Escrow

If your family, friends or you have a need to buy, sell, or rent a home,

let ME provide you with an outstanding trustworthy service experience.

No expense for essential service for buyers. | provide free home evaluation,
market analysis and pre-qualified mortgage service.

Please CALL me today! 1N AL

J 5%
)

Wechat: Yan-Shanghal-LA | Yanerickson acamoves.com | www.yanerickson.com
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Fidget Spinners

Many people have come forward to gay that they were the
inventorg of the popular toy...Fidget Spinners; currently credit for the gpinners ig mainly
given to Catherine Hettinger who created the spinnerg at firet to help put kids at eage.
The popularity of fidget gpinners and ite purchages have started to decline since May 2017.
Fidget epinnerg are go popular that there are different variationg of the toy including edible oneg, glow in the dark
oneg, and ones with different hapes, which can affect the sound they make. There are even edible gpinners made
of different types of candy.
The longest gpinning fidget spinner can gpin for more than 13 minutes! Yeah, in Japan a manufacturing company
hag made thig fidget gpinner a reality worth over 160 dollare!
Bermany hag configcated and destroyed 35 tong worth of fidget epinnere after deeming them a choking hazard,
with it emall parte and lack of ingtruction, and therefore ungafe for children to use. Thig wag reported in June
2017.

INTERVIEW WITH A TEACHER

How do you feel about fidget spinners?
“Annoying. They're super distractive.”
What do you do with them when the students are using them?

“I tell them to put them away and if they don't listen, | confiscate them and give them to
my daughter.”

- Susan Chen (Vice Principal of Academic Affairs)

THOUGHTS FROM A STUDENT:

I have one fidget spinner, but I actually don’t
like them because they are too hyped up. At
my school, my classmates are crazy about
them. At recess, they like to stack their
spinners up to form towers. Sometimes, I see
my classmates trade their spinners for Pokémon
| cards and candy. All the teachers dislike fidget
spinners. They will confiscate spinners if
they're used in class and parents will have to
pick them up at the office, after first signing
an agreement that the student will not bring
one anymore. There is even a song and a rap on
fidget spinners. You should look it up! I think
the fidget spinner is still popular but its
popularity is dying.

8 - Aaron Ortiz



