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By Vincent Liu

On Saturday, January 22, I as a representative of the Westside Breeze interviewed Mrs. Theresa Yuh, one of Westside
Chinese School’s original founders. The day was sunny, the skies were clear, and Chinese School had just finished an hour ago.
Cindy (Westside Breeze’s Coordinator) accompanied me, and upon knocking on the house door we were warmheartedly
greeted by Mrs. Yuh, eighty years of age yet livelier than ever, especially considering she had just returned from an outside
festival less than fifteen minutes ago. When I stepped through the threshold, I couldn’t refrain from noticing that everything
was irreproachably tidy and clean. On the walls hung antique Chinese poems, calligraphy, and the like; indeed, what
captivated my immediate interest were two such relics. When [ ventured to inquire what they might be, Mrs. Yuh elucidated
them both with the liveliest spirit I have ever seen from anybody her age: the first was a calligraphy rendering of the famous
Chinese poem Man Jiang Hong, artistically executed by the second place winner of one of China’s nationwide calligraphy
contests; the other depicted primitive Chinese characters, derived from the rudimentary “shape” of the natural phenomenon
each character represented (for example, the Chinese character for water originally looked like diverging streams).

That Mrs. Yuh relishes these marvelous manifestations of Chinese culture makes it no surprise she likewise considers
Chinese an exquisitely charming language. Around the time of the Chinese School’s inception, Mrs. Yuh and five other
Chinese families had been regularly holding monthly potluck parties among themselves. Their shared fondness of the Chinese
language propelled them to organize a school where their children, while still at a young age, would be taught the marvelous
mechanics of the Chinese language.

Children from six families comprised the first Westside Chinese School community, which was initiated in 1967,
according to Mrs. Yuh. The first teacher was Lanping Sheng, and another early teacher was Jian Suh, who drove with his wife
and their three children from Northridge each week to attend Chinese School. Mrs. Yuh taught occasionally as a substitute.
The early teachers were all volunteers—they received no salary, and thus students didn’t pay tuition either. The founders
hoped that hiring outside teachers, rather than having the parents teach, would make the classroom environment more
realistic and formal, thereby fostering a better desire for the children to learn Chinese. Also, the school initially didn’t have a
principal.

In the formative days of Westside Chinese School, there were two classes; which class a student was assigned to
depending on his or her age. There were six boys and nine girls in all, approximately between five and ten years old. Mrs. Yuh
clearly recalls that the first lessons were held in the Mar Vista gym (however, she says another founder seems to remember
the earliest classes took place in a church.) The original curriculum focused on speaking, reading, and writing Chinese.
Teachers taught with the aid of zhu yin fu hao and often concocted their own textbooks and lesson plans. Nearly like today,
Chinese School back then met once a week on Saturday mornings from nine to twelve.

The photograph of our Chinese School’s founders was taken in February 1973. The wife of each couple stands to the
right of her respective husband, except for the four rightmost founders; for them, Mr. and Mrs. Yuh, stood behind Mr. and
Mrs. Wong. Mrs. Yuh'’s father was a famous educator in Henan China. The founders all graduated from Taiwan, four of them
from the State Engineering College; the rest graduated later from National Cheng Kung University which was formed by a
merging of the State Engineering College with various other colleges. They came to America to continue their studies and
received master’s degrees in fields such as architecture and mechanical engineering. Mrs. Wong Ji Qing received a PhD in
bilingual studies.

Just as it’s of the utmost difficulty to foresee how much our school will continue to grow from the current day, it would
clearly have been difficult to predict the path Chinese School would take forty years ago. Indeed, Mrs. Yuh didn’t imagine that
the Chinese School she helped found would eventually blossom into the enormous institution it is today: in fact, the original
founders’ children ceased attending the school within two years. Nevertheless, Mrs. Yuh has been cordially invited to visit
Chinese School at Palms on multiple occasions and attends such celebrations as the Chinese New Year Festival; she is
ineffably glad to see how much the Chinese School has grown since back then, that her and the other founders’ efforts have
ultimately paid off so well.

When Mrs. Yuh’s children were in high school, they would visit Taiwan over the summer and return to America
refreshed and more experienced with the Chinese language. She strongly recommends that children of any age learn how to
speak, read, and write Chinese, especially if Chinese is their cultural heritage. Mrs. Yuh’s grandchildren all attended Chinese
School and all opted to stop after several years, yet one of them selected Chinese as his foreign language in college. The
importance of learning the Chinese language is evident, she says: many children regard these Saturday morning experiences
lightly and only later realize the full value of learning Chinese. We should all strive to encourage our children to continue
their studies and develop a profound interest in such a marvelous language.
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This is Joy Huang's first year teaching our school's PA class. She graduated from the Department of Economics, National Chung-Hsing University in
Taiwan. After graduating, she moved to the United States to attend California State University, Los Angeles, where she received a master's degree in school
counseling. Then, she worked in the Los Angeles County’s Department of Social Services for eight years. After giving birth, Mrs. Huang quit her job to be a full-
time mom as well as a Sunday school teacher at her church. Currently, her daughter is in fourth grade and her son in second.

In hopes that her children would eventually be able to fluently speak and read Chinese, Mrs. Huang began to teach them Chinese at home while they were
still at a young age. Since then, teaching her children Chinese has become a crucial task. One day, Ms. Shinyi Wu (our VP of Academic Affairs) notified Mrs.
Huang that Westside Chinese School was hiring teachers. Even though Mrs. Huang knew it would be a bold challenging task, due to her curiosity of learning,
she decided to join our teaching force.

While teaching the PA class here, Mrs. Huang has progressively changed her opinion on Chinese School. At first, she doubted whether sending her
children to Chinese School for three hours each week would be more beneficial than her daily lessons for them. However, now she considers these weekly
Saturday classes valuable opportunities for her children to make new friends, and learning with peers doubtlessly enhances her children’s motivation for learning
Chinese. She has personally observed the motivation of our Chinese School's parents; they accompany their children to class each week and ensure that they
receive the best education possible. Westside Chinese School's weekly classes, coupled with parental encouragement, accounts for the tremendous
improvement in her children’s Chinese that Mrs. Huang has proudly witnessed. Since joining Chinese School, she has received continuing education and
discovered new methods of teaching. She now openly encourages her children to attend Chinese School and they even sometimes help her concoct weekly
lesson plans. Through the unique benefit of Chinese School, Mrs. Huang’s children have gradually developed a proactive mindset toward learning Chinese.

Mrs. Huang loves the teachers here at Westside Chinese School because they are all experienced and willing to share their teaching methods and
resources. Since she is able to openly collaborate with them, Mrs. Huang feels that our school provides an extremely positive environment to foster teaching.

Mrs. Huang especially likes to go sightseeing, exposing herself to the wonders of nature. At home, she enjoys playing Wii with her children, reading them
various Chinese books, and studying the Bible; she also exercises on a daily basis. Ever since becoming a Chinese School teacher, preparing each week’s
lesson by perusing the Internet for educational materials has become another highly enjoyable avocation, as well as learning how to operate computer software
and creating arts and crafts models for educational purposes. All these activities have tremendously increased her life’s color.

Mrs. Huang's favorite foods are Taiwan xiao chi (or small bites), like chou tofu, squid soup, meatballs, oyster omelets, and Pan-Fried Bun Stuffed with Pork.
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Miss Charlotte Shih began teaching Westside Chinese
School’'s 1C class in December 2010. She graduated
from National Taiwan Normal University and served as a
student-teacher for one year at a senior high school before
coming to the US. She graduated from UCLA with a master’s
degree in piano performance. After graduating, Miss
Shih briefly taught at Santa Monica College, then with private
music schools in Orange County for two years, and later she
moved back to West LA to accept a job offer from LAUSD.
Currently, she teaches 5th and 6th graders in the Oak Park
Unified School District. She holds a California single
subject teaching credential for both music and Mandarin and
a secondary education teaching credential from Taiwan.
Presently, Miss Shih is working on technology training and
also earning her multiple subject credentials in order to
become a 21st century classroom teacher.

Even before Miss Shih started teaching at Westside
Chinese School, she had heard many good things about our
school. Though her first teaching career was in the music
field, Miss Shih felt that she had the passion to transcend to
the beauty of Chinese culture and therefore, without
hesitation, chose Westside Chinese School. Miss Shih
absolutely loves Westside Chinese School; she feels
welcomed by all the staff and teachers here and believes that
the parents are extremely helpful and devoted to their
children’s success. She says Westside Chinese School is
undoubtedly a great place to work.

Miss Shih enjoys attending concerts; you may find her at
UCLA’s Schoenberg Hall, the Hollywood Bowl, Disney
Concert Hall, and the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion. Among her
numerous hobbies are traveling, shopping, and fine dining
experiences. Miss Shih enjoys all Chinese food, particularly
Peking Duck and Taiwanese style Pork Chop Rice.

1C IR A g gk =L B
| G Teatner Charloiie Snin

By &7 Vincent Liu
B & Lucia Liu @A

=D (O™

T g
Piano & Theory Lessons

Beginners or Advanced
Participation in Certification
of Merit Program
Participation in 3 public recitals a year
Member: Music Teachers Association
of California
Teacher of Musical Arts

Jasmine Keolian 310-823-6066
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: We practice exclusively in the field of U.S. immigration law. We
- . . . . . .. .
o £ : have over two decades of experience in helping individuals
: with the following issues:

' g » Obtaining temporary work visas including E, H, L and
gy BS/ ‘ : O visas
w : l ¢« Applying for permanent residence, whether through
s : family or employment (EB1, EB2, EB3)
] / 1 ¢« Eligibility for U.S. citizenship
o / f “; ¢« Investor Visas and Permanent Residence Through
Pﬂ l - Investment
LM e f ) v :
4 7 < £ ¢ Attorney Paul Herzog is a Westside Chinese School parent.
7@ - :  We are happy to provide a free phone consultation and we
Vi represent individuals throughout the United States.
. N Member: American Immigration Lawyers Association, Los
: ¢ Angeles County Bar Association
¥ - e ;
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g J Conservatory-Trained Teacher J
v \% J Over 25 years Experience J
j@_ L J Works with all ages, including adults !
E E J All levels - beginning to advanced !
- J
l’,{: Jreellent preparation of students:
J Certificate of Merit - students chosen for !
4 J' Branch Honors, State Convention performances !
% ‘ J' Bach Festival - winners at Branch and Regional !
N )
J Southwestern Youth Music Festival
J
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B elen fu (14/6)

The Westside Breeze staff interviewed some students on their favorite Chinese holidays. Some Chinese holidays they know are Chinese
New Year, Mooncake Festival, Dragon Boat Festival, Ching Ming Festival (Ancestors Day) and Teacher's Day. Here are their favorites...

%% Jia Jia (6A): TS F BT T [NELE d ‘{%Fu@ﬁﬂif,gﬁ » ElE JF! J£¥4& o My favorite Chinese holiday is Chinese New Year because there are a
lot of celebrations and the money.

| Xiao Niu (6A): 25 et B IEsETE > [NERES 1| AP Z] 5L 244 - Ilike Chinese New Year because | receive a lot of money.

DES R AT PRS2 R B 145 22 - The Mooncake Festival and Chinese New Year are my favorite holidays
because | get to eat mooncakes and get money.

|3 Xiao Lin (Credit): =55 F Bl (B W7 > PIERZS 1 1) 27 £[]2% - | like Chinese New Year because | get money.

| ¥ Xiao Je (Credit): =5 feb 4 @i (B A kL] FRAf] » [NERES i 1 e85 - My favorite Chinese holiday is Mooncake Festival because | can play games.
"% Xiao Li (4B): Z5 feb g #(pliBFrT > [T - ﬁA ’”I&% Chinese New Year is my favorite Chinese holiday because people give me money.

FrAx Sen Sen (6/7/8B): Ty 45 F B[l (BEFrF > [NELZY E\li{llgﬂ[f il I[aﬁ'ﬁj = The only Chinese Holiday | know about Chinese New Year, so that's my favorite.

FEFE Lo Lu (4A): ZS R E T s [ERE ﬁ+p4uﬁﬂ| ) %H I [ I3 J;P“n B entfi Jif,pﬁ > Chinese New Year is my favorite
holiday because we have food, get money, and have a party at our Chlnese School.

ISR LT > BRSSO B ¢~ EIpZ ] - Because | get to eat with my family, Chinese New Year is my favorite holiday.
¥ERE Ying Ying (Credit): S5 @\H IEiETF > [HNELE ;E?Lf GATES J?F ;I*J > My favorite Chinese holiday is Chinese New Year because it celebrates a new year.

| 7= Xiao Ben (6A): Z5 et i @l T o [NELE| SRS 0 N Jhi{ﬂﬁ‘ A EE o |like Chinese New Year because of the money and every thing is clean
and lucky.

7| = Xiao Yu (7/8A): 5 fet T B FlIsbETEr 7 > PELE I PZVEN - BLE SR ) 4% < [like Chinese New Year the best because of all the food and money.

[ Yi Vi (4A): ZYRFHEAORLBERT o PULE TR S o F e > YR T] &5 - My favorite Chinese holiday is Chinese New Year because |
get to see my family and get money.

%% Lei Lel (5A): Z5 feb B EAVRLINBIETF - PIERTRHIE )25~ < | getto see my family on Chinese New Year, so that's my favorite holiday.
DIV R BB BETE o EVE FEPSAVEN AR ] 4 - My favorite Chinese holiday is Chinese New Year because of the food and money.
158 Jie Jie (AV10A): Z5 4 F BRI RLE[ (s &7 > PNERZS T I &5 Z[1£% - |like Chinese New Year because | can get money.

I+ Xiao Ka (2B): 755 B 1B > PER AT » B #8 4 - My favorite Chinese holiday is Chinese New Year because family can get together
and | get money.

Y515 Hao Hao (TA/BA): ZS S B pl 1 » [NERERT & > £z » < F j= 4 * FH - Chinese New Year is my favorite Chinese holiday because of the red
envelopes, food, and family.

7 An An (4A): TSR IBIERE 0 [NELE szu pzp Jﬁﬁ | ’/‘J%&p I'] £ - My favorite Chinese holiday is Chinese New Year because of the food and money.




\Jrigoend, Bugiyefly  $BRE.

P2 Helen Lu, 7A/8A

...--"""‘»

TN

[ .
Step 2: Fold the Step 3: While
paper in half along
the horizontal or
vertical crease.

pressing down half of
the rectangular
paper, pop up the ear
of the other half.
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Step 4: Push down the top corner
creating a triangle and then fold it
in half along the crease.

Step 1: Fold your piece
of paper diagonally 2
times to create a cross
and then fold it once
vertically or horizontally
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: fold it inward. and good luck! paper over an
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Step 9: Flip your
paper over again and
fold down the tip of

Step 11: Take a pen
and draw a line from

[

. Step 6: Take a corner of one side of your
where the first fold ) .
] triangular shape and fold to the tip of the
the almost occurred at the tip to . .
. triangle and repeat for the opposite corner.
completed butterfly almost to the middle

down and then up

of the butterfly and
again.

then fold both wings
inward.
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Step 7: Flip your
Step 8: Flip your butterfly back over again and fold down one of the tips

paper over and fold
the horizontal edge

located at the top of the shape and bring it down until you get a crease

in the middle and repeat for the other tip.
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almost to the tip,
leaving them about 1
centimeter apart.
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Westside Chinese School has Got

& [ Annie Huang (4A), &8 B Lucia Liu (4A), &l #8 Eric Huang (7A/8A)

After searching for weeks at our school, we came across many special talents. The three
winning pictures of special talents come from Lucia Liu, Eric Huang, and Annie Huang.
Unfortunately the other participants chose not to have their pictures taken.

Left: Annie Huang can roll her Top Center: Eric Huang can Right: Lucia Liu can twist

her feet parallel to each
other, pointing in
opposite directions.

tongue into a clover’s shape. bend his thumb backward
across his knuckles.

These special talents are very impressive. Thank you to all who participated and
we hope there will be more participants in the future!
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